


Saturdays:
5:30 - 6:30 PM Beginners & Advanced 

     Hymns Classes
5:30 - 6:30 PM Servants Meeting
5:30 - 7:30 PM Deacons School
6:30 - 7:30 PM Church School: PreK-HS
6:30 - 7:30 PM Adult Bible Study Meetings
7:30 - 8:00 PM Vespers
8:00 - 10:00 PM Midnight Praise
8:00 - Open Confessions

Sunday:
8:00 - 11:30 AM Divine Liturgy
11:15 - 11:45 AM Children’s Hymns Class
11:30 - 12:30 PM  Agape/Fellowship Hour
11:30 - 12:30 PM College & Grads Meeting
11:30 - 12:30 PM    Young Professionals &  

     Young Families Meeting
11:30 - 12:30 PM Pre-Servants Meeting

Wednesday:
8:30 - 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy
10:30 - 12:30 PM Seniors’ Meeting
7:30 - 8:30 PM Adult Deacons’ Class

Friday:
8:00 - 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:30 - 7:30 PM Jr. High & High School

     Youth Meetings
7:30 - 9:00PM Youth Fellowship
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Opposing Sin and Declaring War Against It     
by Archdeacon Habib Guirgus   

 

Sin extended its roots, and controlled the soul, and yet grace 
overshadows the soul, and its dawn is still lighting in the heart to 
prevent the flow of sin, but left in us some branches. We have to struggle 
and be studious in opposing it and to prevent its growth.  

We have to put in mind that sin has power or authority over the children 
of God, who have His Spirit and His grace.  

If sin inside you is pulling and pushing you to do evil, do not think for a 
second that you are left alone, having no power to defend you, for the 
Spirit of God, which is within you, breaks its thorn and defeats its 
authority. Grace will always be your companion to overcome these lusts, 
so when the sun rises, darkness will dissipate, and when the day comes, 
night is defeated. Same when the rays of the Holy Spirit show, 
and overlay the heart of man, all evil lusts flee away from before the face 
of God, and cast out all devils, and all lusts which sin has begotten, for 
grace is light and illumination, while sin is darkness and night. when 
the Holy Spirit enters, Satan flees away, and when the grace illuminates, 
sin becomes like smoke.  

Do not lose hope for the presence of sin seeds in you. Remember that 
Rahab, the harlot, lived among the evil ones, yet her faith and hope 
saved her. Sin cannot and will not overcome those who have faith in the 
Lord. Beware of the saying; "These nations are greater than I; how can I 
dispossess them? You shall not be afraid of them ... You shall not be 
terrified of them; for the Lord your God, the great and awesome God, is 
among you. And the Lord your God will drive out those nations 
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before you, little by little ... your Lord God will deliver them over to you, 
and will inflict defeat upon them until they are 
destroyed" (Deuteronomy 7:17; 21-23).  

If you are oppressed by temptation, do not give in lest it conquers you.   

Do not fulfill its will, for you did, it shall tear you apart without mercy, 
but rather cast it out at once in steadfastness and courage, then it will be 
defeated before you speedily.  

You will remain strong and courage, as long as you in charge of yourself, 
so defend and protect yourself diligently to decrease the desires towards 
evil, and present before yourself; goodness and virtue.  

If you felt a motive inside you toward sin, do not let this feeling be 
completed in satisfaction, but rather cast out sin immediately and do 
not accept it. If you accepted the proposal of sin, that can be the key 
you handed over to the devil to open up the fortress of your heart. As the 
apostle Paul said in regards to the original sin, which was inherited in 
our human nature, "But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members" (Romans 7:23). This feeling will not 
be sinful unless you accepted or agreed to fulfill it in action. So, do not 
allow the deficiencies of your nature to bring forth evil things, and bud 
into guilt, but rather follow the path of virtue and perfection, not 
paying attention to the revolt of the body and its noise.  

Do not listen to the desires of the flesh, and be inclined to its attractions, 
but step over these for they are fantasies only, and the Holy Spirit, 
which is dwelling in you, will give you life and grant you growth in 
grace.   

Sin will never rest, and the old serpent will continue visiting you to 
deceive and try to attack you by its fatal venom, do not accept its 
deception and seduction, and never make a treaty with it. Do not allow it 
to be your companion on the way. Stay away from it, and despise every 
offer from it, and do not give it a chance to think about it.   

Turn your face away from it, and feel sorry for it. Do not leave thoughts 
and desires under its control, but announce and proclaim war against it, 
and take heed to God to conquer it under your feet speedily.   
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Fear sin as you fear the venom, flee away from guilt and sin as you flee 
from a serpent, and if you fell, stand up and run fast. Never let sin have 
a room in your heart, and do not burden yourself with a 
compounded sin, lest it becomes hard to be saved.  

Do not sin saying, 'the mercy of God is great', for this a great deception 
from Satan, belittling the mercy of God, putting in mind the justice of 
God is near.  

By sinning, you deserve a just punishment, if you hurt the divine mercy, 
who shall shelter you? If the clouds and fog are heavy in the sky, you 
shall not see the stars, and the light of the sun and the moon will be 
prevented from your vision. Such is the case when the heart is covered 
with the clouds of sin, then it becomes dark and no lights will be seen. 
Smoke hurts the eyes and prevent the light, likewise; sin blinds the 
vision, and prevent the divine illumination from the heart. Do not allow 
sin to dwell in your heart, and do not allow Satan and his soldiers to 
have a pathway into you, lest they find hiding places in you, 
turning your heart into caves of thieves and criminals. Cast away the evil 
thoughts and do not allow it to visit you often, lest it makes your desires 
express it!   

+    +    + 

A Message to Sinners Only     
by Fr. Matthew the Poor   

SINNERS WERE AND STILL ARE Christ's special and 
extremely important mission. This mission brought Him down from 
Heaven, out of His Father's embrace. For sinful 
mankind, Christ descended from the heavens and came into the 
world ...  

It was a joyful day when Christ, on His way to Jericho, met Zacchaeus. 
The chief tax collector had climbed up into a sycamore tree in an effort 



Issue 253       Page !6

The Mission - Volume 22     November, 2018

to see Jesus closely. What Christ did then was astonishing. When He 
saw him, the Lord said, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I 
must Stay at your house today" (Luke 19:5.)  

Levi, like Zacchaeus, was a sinner. He was a tax collector, a position of 
fraud, theft, and of mixing with Gentiles. Christ entered his house, and 
Levi made Him a great feast. Naturally, many tax collectors and other 
sinners were invited. Jesus sat, ate and drank with these sinners. His 
friendship to them infuriated the Scribes and Pharisees. They 
confronted His disciples about their Teacher eating and drinking with 
tax collectors and sinners. Then came the reply, which this Story 
compels us to seek: "And Jesus answered them, 'Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:31,32.)  

Christ came for the sake of sinners. He descended from 
heaven, incarnate in human form, suffered, was nailed on the cross and 
died for the sake of sinners alone. The pain He suffered and the scorn he 
endured were extremely severe, all for the sake of sinners. St. Peter's 
insight into this fact is considered the fundamental core on 
which Christian theology was established:  

He Himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness (1 Peter 2:24.)  

In summary, this is how it happened. Jesus was judged in the court of 
the Jews, charged with many sins. He did not answer, but remained 
silent. He was then judged by a Roman court, also accused of many 
heavy sins. When Pontius Pilate asked Him to answer these charges, He 
did not answer or defend Himself, which dismayed the Roman Judge. 
But Christ the secret to Himself, the secret that He accepted upon 
Himself all the sins for which He was blamed. The judgment for all 
these sins was crucifixion on a cross. He accepted crucifixion, 
bearing our sins in His tom body on the cross. Hence, the judgment of 
the cross was justified and Christ accepted it.   

+    +    + 
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St. Mary & St. Verena Church Congratulates 
Fr. Andrew Hanna  

on the 4th Anniversary of his Ordination  
May God bless his service and  

keep his priesthood for many years! 
 



Calendar of Events:  
November 2018 

Thu, Nov. 1 - Feast of the Saint Luke 

Sun, Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Time Ends (turn clocks back one hour)  

Fri-Mon, Nov. 9-12 - Annual Young Adults Winter Retreat   

Sun, Nov. 18 - Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea 

Sun, Nov. 18 - Annual Young Adults Dessert Baking Challenge  

Tue, Nov. 20 - Feast of Saint Anna, the Mother of the Theotokos Saint Mary 

Wed, Nov. 21 - Feast of Archangel Michael 

Sat, Nov. 24 - Feast of Saint Mina 

Sun, Nov. 25 - Nativity Fast Begins 

Mon, Nov. 26 - Feast of Saint John Chrysostom 

latest calendar updates are posted at 
www.saintverena.org
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St. Mary & St. Verena Church 
offers her condolences to the families of the reposed: 

Mrs. Gigi Elmasry   
mother of Mr. Fareed Elmasry, husband of Mrs. Vicky Elmasry 

Mr. Sabry Attallah   
father of Mrs. Christine Youssef, wife of Mr. Peter Youssef 

May the Lord repose their souls  
and comfort the families through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

http://www.saintverena.org/calendar
http://www.saintverena.org/calendar
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Congratulations to the beautiful new couple on your marriage 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel & Ustena Lopez

Congratulations to the beautiful new couple on your marriage 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Monica Mongone



Issue 253        Page !13

The Mission - Volume 22      November, 2018



The Mission - Volume 22     November, 2018

Issue 253       Page 14



Issue 253       Page 15

The Mission - Volume 22     November, 2018




