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The Kingdom of Heaven  

by Fr. Louka Sidarous 

In the teachings of Christ, to Him be the glory, He drew the attention of His 
children to the Kingdom of the Heavens. He made clear that the person who 
follows Christ will accept to lose all things to gain the Kingdom. He will give 
everything up, but not give up his clinging to the Kingdom. In the parable that 
we heard now, about the unjust steward, this worldly steward who did unjust 
things, he looked to the future. What will he do? Christ, to Him be the glory, 
said, “Look at this worldly man. Look at how he thought about his future.” 
When he is kicked out of his stewardship, where will he go? Shouldn’t you 
think about the future?

The Christian person, if he loses the Kingdom, what does he have left? All the 
strife and struggle, all the fasting, prayers, everything, what is it for? It is for the 
sake of the Kingdom. It is for the sake of the Kingdom! If you tell me, 
“Describe this kingdom,” I would say, “Believe me, it cannot be described using 
human expressions.” Why? Because it is not of the world. It is not a kingdom 
of the world, but the Kingdom of Heaven. Do you wish to look at the 
Kingdom or know it? Lift up your heart to the heavenly things. You will have a 
taste of the Kingdom of Heaven. Of course, no one can describe the Kingdom 
other than those who have tasted it. Where is the Kingdom? What did Christ 
say? He said, “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). You want to 
know the Kingdom? Go within yourself. Aren’t you the temple of God? Didn’t 
God found His Kingdom within you? Are we not called sons and heirs of the 
Kingdom? Yes, the Kingdom is within you.

I desire to taste this divine grace, the grace of the Kingdom. I would say, 
“Believe me. It is within you.” St. Paul went up to the third heaven and saw 
things that are inexpressible (2 Corinthians 12). When he had to try to speak 
about it, he said, “What no eye has seen nor ear heard or entered into the 
heart or thought of man.” Do you want to taste that which has not been 



described? You will find it within you. Doesn’t God sometimes grace someone 
with an inner consolation that is inexpressible? Believe me, yes. Someone will 
be standing praying or at liturgy and have inner spiritual reactions and feels 
things that cannot be uttered or spoken about. He tastes the joy that cannot be 
expressed within himself. If you ask him, “How? Describe it to me.” He will tell 
you, “I can’t.” Any of this kind of consolation is not a human one. This is why the 
Spirit that dwells in you is called the Spirit, the Comforter. He will make you 
feel the Kingdom.

What did this man do? He planned for the future. You might say, “How can I 
plan for the future?” Make the Kingdom of God constantly in your mind. Do 
not let it leave your mind. Think about it: we are here, living on earth, will the 
days of our living on earth be so long? 100 years? What are 100 years? That isa 
small amount of days. 100 years times 365 days is 36,500 days. The days pass by 
quickly. What will come after these short days? What is there? There will be the 
Kingdom. There will be the reward. There will be the indescribable glory. There 
will be immeasurable joy. There will be grace. There will be being with Christ 
with no separation at all.

I was visiting someone who was ill. It was the first time that I had ever seen 
him in my life because he lived very far from me. He asked to see me. He was 
in his last couple of hours, but was completely conscience and aware. After I sat 
and spoke with him, we opened the Bible, we prayed, and he said, “I would like 
to sit with you for a few minutes alone.” So, I said, “Okay.” I sent everyone out 
of the room, closed the door, and sat down. He told me, “Abouna, I love Christ 
very, very, very much and am very deeply desire to see and meet Him. I am 
counting the seconds to leave this body.” It was the first time in my life to hear 
words like these. I see so many people who are departing, but it was the first 
time in my life to see a person who had this level of desire and longing to meet 
Christ. He said, “I love Jesus very, very, very much. I wish… and I am counting 
the seconds. Yes, my wife and children are pained, but I am not afraid of death at 
all. Not a millionth of my feelings have an element of fear of death. I yearn to 
meet Christ.” I said to myself, “What is this blessed soul?”

If a person has determined their destination and path, he will not be confused. 
He is going on a trip and knows the end of it. It’s true. Before we leave our 
house, we say, “I am going to such and such a place.” Before I leave my house, I 
say, “I am going to church.” That’s it. I have decided the direction I am going in 
and my path. That is why I am telling you the children of God are apparent. 
What does that mean? They are as clear as daylight! Why? Because they are 
walking towards the goal. That’s it. When someone who lives in Sidi Bishr and 

The Mission - Volume 24                November, 2020

Issue 277       Page 4



Issue 277       Page 5

The Mission - Volume 24     November, 2020

says, “I am going to Mahatet El Raml,” you see him walking in the same direction. 
If you see him walking towards Abu Qir, then you will ask him, “Where are you 
going?” He’ll say, “I am going to Mahatet el Raml.” You will tell him, “You are 
wrong. You’re going in the opposite direction.” “I’m walking. Won’t I get there?” 
“No, because you are going in the wrong direction. If you don’t change your 
direction, it will be impossible for you to get there.”

In the journey of life that we are living, what is in your mind? What is 
preoccupying your mind? What is your goal? What station do you want to 
reach? The Kingdom of God. I want to go to Heaven. There is only one path. 
There is only one path. Jesus said, “I am the Way.” You see someone who is 
walking outside of Christ and he says, “God-willing, I am going to Heaven.” No, 
you are going the wrong way. There are a million ways to think and live. Isaiah 
the prophet said, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, 
to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6). We have all seen our own way as the best lifestyle, 
but these are bad ways. This means that we have leanings towards something 
which is a diversion from the path. We are distancing ourselves. “We have 
turned, every one, to his own way.” But, He [Christ] said, “I am the Way.” What 
way? The One that leads to eternal life. What does it look like? It is rugged, has 
a narrow door, and is difficult. That’s not important if it is rugged or narrow. 
Where does it lead to? Eternal life. There are other ways? What do they look 
like? They are comfortable, wide, good, but are perishing. What is the end of 
them? Perdition. No, I don’t want this way. Choose the narrow way. Strive to 
enter by the narrow door. Why? Because it leads to eternal life. Lose everything, 
but do not lose your eternal life. “For what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). He will have lost his soul 
and eternal life.

The more the goal of eternal life is clear in your mind and daily life, the more 
you will draw closer to Christ. He, Himself, will bring you closer. Why? Because 
you are walking everyday in the way, in the same path. So, you are getting closer 
to the goal. Take heed of the other ways. Take extreme caution! Ask, “Where 
will this way lead me?” There are many ways. There are ways of stubbornness, 
where someone stubbornly clings to something. He is very stubborn. Where 
will that lead you? Or a path of pride and self-conceit. Where will that way lead 
me? Or someone who is preoccupied with the lusts of the world and the body. 
Where will that lead me? Or preoccupied with money or so may other things. 
There are a million things that can preoccupy us. But, there is another person, 
as he rests his head at night on his pillow, there is only one thing on his mind: 
his eternal life, his reaching the harbor of salvation in peace. You find him asking 
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daily, “Lord, what shall I do? Tell me the way that I can be saved. Open before me 
the door of living according to Your commandments.”

Believe me, you find that grace places before you daily opportunities that will 
not come back. Opportunities. Opportunities for what? To gain the Kingdom, to 
win for yourself a good portion that will never perish. Grace places things in 
front of you and pushes you towards them. Sometimes, you will find a drive 
inside of you pushing you to stand up and pray. It is good to respond to this 
inner spiritual motivation. The Spirit intercedes for us! There is someone 
standing in front of you and fighting with you and the Spirit tells you, “whoever 
compels you to go one mile, go with him two” (Matthew 5:41). The saints were 
obedient to this voice. St. Paul said to King Agrippa, “Therefore, King Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19). This voice came to me 
and I cannot be disobedient.” When the Spirit pushes you – and He always does 
– to do a good work, helping, charity, humility, and reaching out to every person 
in tribulation, what should you do? Do not let the opportunity slip away. He is 
giving you an opportunity. He is giving you these things in your daily life so that 
He can encourage you and crown you!

He is the One who places before you the naked, the hungry, the thirsty, and the 
imprisoned. He pushes you and says, “Why don’t you reach out your hand?” 
What does this mean? You will see this later. Later, He will stand and tell you, 
“Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food” (Matthew 
25:34-35). Lord, You are the One who placed this hungry person in my path and 
granted for me to give him. The pleasure of Christ and the pleasure of the Spirit 
is to encourage you to act. He is the One who gives you the talent and the 
grace. Then, He goes back and credits the good to you. He says, “I was hungry 
and you gave Me food.” Was I born with something to give? I tell Him, “ from 
Your own hand we have given to You” (1 Chronicles 29:14). It’s from His hand! 
But, He says, “Will I forget this favor that you have given Me food?” You ask Him, 
“Lord when did we see You hungry, thirsty, or sick? When was that?” He says, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.” The saints who practiced these virtues were very 
aware. They saw Christ in the poor, the weak, the thirsty, and the naked. They 
saw Him and were not mistaken. They truly saw Him and honored Christ in 
them. They saw Christ.

This is why I am telling you: forget everything and remember only one thing. 
Remember that you are called to the Kingdom and that your name is written in 
Heaven. These are the words of Christ. Can imagine the apostles when they had 



returned, after they performed many signs and wonders and healed the sick, 
and it says they, “returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to 
us in Your name.’ And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven. Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy…Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that 
the spirits are subject to you’” -this is not important, “’but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven’” (Luke 10:17-20). Your name is 
written in Heaven! Do not lose it! Your name is written in Heaven! These are 
the words of Christ! This is why I am saying take heart! Take heart so that you 
may arrive in peace. Keep the commandments in your daily life, not just in your 
mind. The rich young man said, “I have kept all these things from my youth in my 
mind,” but there was no fulfillment of them. So, He told him, “You are missing 
one thing. You need to do one thing.” What is it? “Go your way, sell whatever 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away 
sorrowful for he had great possessions (Mark 10:21-22).

Keep the commandments! Do not mentally keep them, but do them. Keep them 
as a way of life. The commandments are very comfortable in daily life. One of 
the ways that the devil deceives us is that he makes the commandment seem 
difficult. The devil does this. He makes it seem very difficult to let go of my right 
or love the one who has wronged me or the rest of the commandments. The 
devil makes them difficult and makes it seem impossible. No, they are not 
impossible. Believe me, no. St. John the Beloved, when he loved Christ with all 
his heart said, “His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). What 
more do you want? The commandments are not burdensome. Jesus, the Lord of 
glory Himself, said, “Take My yoke upon you. My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light” (Matthew 11:29-30). The yoke of Christ is easy. Doing the commandments 
in our daily lives gives rest to the heart. When someone gives up his right or 
reconciles with his brother, his heart is at rest. What about when he is fighting 
or cuts him off? He lives in misery. Such a difference! The commandments of 
Christ ensure for people a nice life. His heart is at rest and his soul is pure 
without blemish when he spends his days living the commandments of Christ.

Keep the commandments of Christ and keep the Kingdom before your eyes. Tell 
Him, “Lord, please do not deprive me of the Kingdom.” You are called to the 
Kingdom, to the eternal wedding, to being Christ forever and ever, to the 
indescribable glory, to the inheritance that does not decay or perish, stored up 
in Heaven.

+   +   +
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Congratulations to blessed new couple
Mr. Wasim & Dr. Marian Michael

St. Mary & St. Verena Church 
offers her condolences to the families of the reposed:

Mrs. Angel Younan 
sister of Mr. Fawzy Younan, husband of Mrs. Salwa Younan 

aunt of Dr. Nevein Costandy, wife of Mr. Sami Costandy 
aunt of Mr. Wael Younan, husband of Mrs. Sonya Younan      

Mr. Rezk Abelmesih 
father of Mr. Hany Ghobrial, husband of Mrs. Haidi Ghobrial  

May the Lord repose their souls and comfort the families 
through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
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 حياة الشكر 
لمثلث الرحمات قداسة البابا شنوده الثالث 

لماذا نشكر 
الـذي يـحيا حـياة الـشكر، هـو إنـسان نـبيل، يـشكر الجـميل ولا يـنساه.. لا يـنسى مـطلقا أي خـير 
قـدم إلـيه، ويـعبر عـن ذلـك بـعبارات مـن الـشكر. فـالـشكر فـي قـلبه، وعـلى لـسانـه، لله ولـلناس. ولـقد 
طـوب الـسيد المـسيح الـرجـل الـسامـري – وكـان واحـدًا مـن عشـرة شـفاهـم مـن الـبرص. ولـكنه كـان 
الــوحــيد الــذي رجــع إلــى الــرب (وخــر عــلى وجــهه عــند رجــليه شــاكــرا) فــأجــاب الــرب وقــال (ألــيس 
العشـــرة قـــد طهـــروا؟ فـــأيـــن الـــتسعة ؟! ألـــم يـــوجـــد مـــن يـــرجـــع لـــيعطى مجـــدا لله غـــير هـــذا الـــغريـــب 

الجنس؟! (لو 17: 18-15). 

إذن فأنت حينما تشكر، إنما تعطى مجدا لله، معترفا بإحساناته إليك.. 

فـان كـان الله صـنع مـعك الـخير عـن طـريـق أحـد مـن الـناس. فـأنـت تـشكر الله، وأيـضا تـشكر هـذا 
الإنـــسان، لأنـــه كـــان واســـطة طـــيبة فـــي وصـــول خـــير الله إلـــيك.. غـــالـــبية الـــناس يـــشكرون الله فـــي 
صـباح كـل يـوم، وفـي آخـره، وفـي مـناسـبات مـثل رأس الـسنة، والأعـياد، وعـلى أسـباب هـامـة فـي 
حـياتـهم، ولـكن حـياة الـشكر لـها خـواص تـميزهـا، لـعل فـي مـقدمـتها قـول الـرسـول: (شـاكـريـن فـي 

كل حين، على كل شيء) (أف 5: 20) 

إذن شــكرنــا لله لــيس لــه مــناســبات محــددة، وإنــما هــو (فــي كــل حــين) ومــادام هــو كــل حــين، إذن 
هـو يـشمل الـحياة كـلها، وتـنطبق عـليها عـبارة (حـياة الـشكر). ومـثل هـذا الـتعليم شـرحـه الـقديـس 
فــي رســالــته الأولــى إلــى أهــل تــسالــونــيكي. فــقال (افــرحــوا كــل حــين. صــلوا بــلا انــقطاع. اشــكروا 
فــي كــل شــيء) (1تــس 5: 16-18). مــن أجــل هــذا صــلاة الــشكر، تــتقدم كــل صــلاة:  كــل طــقس 
مـن طـقوس الـكنيسة، وكـل قـداس، يـبدأ بـصلاة الـشكر. وقـد وضـعت لـنا الـكنيسة المـقدسـة صـلاة 
الــشكر فــي بــدء كــل صــلاة مــن الــصلوات الســبع (فــي الأجــبية) ســواء كــانــت بــالــنهار أم بــالــليل. 
وهــكذا نــشكر الــرب كــل حــين. عــشية وبــاكــر ووقــت الظهــر). وأيــضا نــقول مــع المــرتــل فــي المــزمــور 
(فــــي نــــصف الــــليل نــــهضت لأشــــكرك عــــلى أحــــكام عــــدلــــك) (مــــز 119). وبــــالإضــــافــــة إلــــى صــــلاة 

الشكر العامة، نقدم شكرا في تحاليل الساعات:  

تحـليل صـلاة بـاكـر نـقول (نـشكرك يـا مـلك الـدهـور، لأنـك أجـزتـنا هـذا الـليل بسـلام. وأتـيت بـنا إلـى 
مبدأ النهار) إننا نشكره على حفظه لنا سالمين خلال الليل، ومنحه لنا يوم جديدا في الحياة.. 
تحــليل الــساعــة الــثالــثة نــقول (نــشكرك لأنــك أقــمتنا لــلصلاة فــي هــذه الــساعــة المــقدســة الــتي فــيها 
أفـــــضت نـــــعمة روحـــــك الـــــقدوس بـــــغنى عـــــلى الـــــتلامـــــيذ، خـــــواصـــــك الـــــقديســـــين ورســـــلك المـــــكرمـــــين 

الطوباويين، مثل ألسنة نار) ونحن نشكره لأنه منحنا أن نصلى في هذه الساعة. 
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https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-11-20/Coptic-Prayer-13-Thanksgiving-Prayer-Al-Shokr_.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-40-Ta7lil-Salawat-Al-Agpeya.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-51-Absolution-Baker-1.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-52-Absolution-Talta.html
https://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Saint-Hagiography-Kediseen-00-index.html
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تحـليل الـساعـة الـسادسـة (نـشكرك يـا مـلكنا ضـابـط الـكل ونمجـدك. لأنـك جـعلت آلام ابـنك الـوحـيد 
أوقات عزاء وصلاة). 

تحـــليل الـــغروب نـــقول لـــه (نـــشكرك يـــا مـــليكنا المـــتحنن، لأنـــك مـــنحتنا أن نـــعبر هـــذا الـــيوم بســـلام، 
وأتــيت بــنا إلــى المــساء شــاكــريــن. وجــعلتنا مســتحقين أن نــنظر الــنور إلــى المــساء) إن كــل ســاعــة 

تمر بنا بخير، نشكر الله عليها. 

إذن هو شكر باستمرار، سواء في مقدمة كل صلاة، أو في المناسبات. 

الشكر على كل شيء 
 بل أن الكنيسة تبدأ بصلاة الشكر حتى عندما تصلى في جناز على شخص أنتقل من هذه 
الحياة، أيضا تبدأ بالشكر. يقول الرسول: (وكل ما عملتم بقول أو بفعل، فاعملوا الكل باسم 

الرب شاكرين الله) (كو 3: 17) أي في كل عمل شاكرين الله. وفي صلاة الشكر نقول: 
نشكرك على كل حال، ومن أجل كل حال، وفي كل حال. إذن ليس هو فقط كل حين، وإنما 

أيضًا على كل شيء. ذلك لأن الله يعمل معنا الخير باستمرار وقد قال الرسول (كل الأشياء 
تعمل معا للخير، للذين يحبون الله)  (رو 8: 28) سواء في ذلك الخير الواضح، أو الأمور 

التي تبدو وكأنها ليست الخير ولكنها خير ونحن لا ندرى! لذلك وصف الله بأنه (صانع 
الخيرات).  

إنه لا يصنع إلا خيراً، ولذلك فالإنسان المؤمن بصفة الله هذه، يقبل كل ما يأتي من عند الله 
بفرح، ويقول في إيمان (كله للخير) ويشكر الله وتظهر له الأيام فيما بعد، أن هذا الأمر الذي 
يشك البعض في خيريته، كان للخير فعلا.. ولكن قد يسأل البعض ويقول: نحن نؤمن بلا شك 

أن كل ما يأتي من عند الله هو خيرا؟! نقول له: إن تصرفات الناس حيالنا: إن كانت خيراً، 
ستصل إلينا خيراً. ولكن.. إن لم تكن خيراً، يحولها الله إلى خير، وتصل إلينا خيراً في 
النهاية.. أخوة يوسف الصديق باعوه كعبد. وكان تصرفهم شرا في ذاته، وخيانة، وعدم 

محبة، وقسوة، وحسدا. ولكن الله حول ذلك الشر إلى خير، فصار يوسف (أبا لفرعون وسيدا 
لكل بيته) والثاني في المملكة.. وكان بقاؤه في مصر (لاستبقاء حياة) وهو نفسه قال لأخوته 

(أنتم قصدتم لي شرا، أما الله فقصد به خيراً ليحيى شعبا كثيراً) (تك 50: 20). 

أولاد الله دائـــما فـــرحـــون، يـــشكرون عـــلى كـــل شـــيء. وحـــينما يـــشكرونـــه، لا يـــفعلون ذلـــك كمجـــرد 
طــاعــة لــوصــية (اشــكروا) كــأمــر مــفروض عــليهم!! كــلا، فــليس هــذا هــو الــشكر الــحقيقي. ولــيس 
الـــشكر هـــو مجـــرد ألـــفاظ تـــقال بـــدون اقـــتناع، كـــأداء لـــواجـــب.. بـــل يـــشكرون الله مـــن كـــل الـــقلب، 
وبـكل الـثقة. فـهم واثـقون تـمامـا وبـكل تـأكـيد، أن الله لا يـسمح بـأن يحـدث لـهم سـوى الـخير، كـما 
ذكـرنـا أيـضًا هـنا فـي مـوقـع الأنـبا تـكلا هـيمانـوت فـي أقـسام أخـرى. وأنـه كـضابـط لـلكل يـرقـب كـل 

الأمور الحادثة لهم، ويأخذ منها موقفا لصالحهم. لذلك هم يشكرونه على كل ما يحدث -أيًا 

https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-53-Absolution-Sata.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-53-Absolution-Sata.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-53-Absolution-Sata.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-55-Absolution-Ghroob.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-55-Absolution-Ghroob.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-41-Plus/Coptic-Prayer-55-Absolution-Ghroob.html
https://st-takla.org/
https://st-takla.org/Coptic-Faith-Creed-Dogma/Coptic-Rite-n-Ritual-Taks-Al-Kanisa/Dictionary-of-Coptic-Ritual-Terms/7-Coptic-Terminology_Kaf-Kaaf-Laam/Al-Kanisa-Kaneesa__Church.html
https://st-takla.org/Prayers-Slawat/Pray-Archive-11-20/Coptic-Prayer-13-Thanksgiving-Prayer-Al-Shokr_.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/28_E/E_304.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/28_E/E_304.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_165.html
https://st-takla.org/
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كـان- واثـقين أنـه لـخيرهـم. ولهـذا تـرتـبط حـياة الـشكر بـحياة الإيـمان، كـما سـنرى عـند حـديـثنا عـن 
الـفضائـل المـتعلقة بـالـشكر. والإنـسان قـد يـشكر الله بـالـكلام، وقـد يـقدم لـه ذبـائـح الـشكر، وذبـائـح 
ســـلامـــة (لا 3) أو يـــقدم لـــه نـــذوراً.. وكـــما قـــال داود الـــنبي (كـــأس الـــخلاص أخـــذ، وبـــاســـم الـــرب 

أدعو. أوفى نذوري قدام كل شعبه) (مز116). 

درجات من الشكر 
والـــشكر فـــي حـــياة أبـــناء الله عـــلى درجـــات: أقـــلها هـــو الـــشكر عـــلى المعجـــزات والمـــواهـــب الـــفائـــقة 
والـنعم الـعظيمة، وعـلى الـخيرات الـوافـرة والـواضـحة، الـتي لا يـشك أحـد فـي خـيريـتها وفـي عـظم 
نـفعها. وربـما فـي غـير ذلـك قـد لا يـشكر الـبعض! وقـد تـمر عـليهم الـنعم (الـبسيطة) مـرورا عـابـرا. 
وخــيرات أخــرى قــد يــرونــها طــبيعية وعــاديــة ولا تــحتاج إلــى شــكر! وهــناك شــكر أعــلى قــيمة، وهــو 
الــشكر عــلى الــقليل: قــد يــكون مســتوى عــاديــا فــي حــياة الــشكر، أن يــشكر إنــسان عــلى شــفاء 
مـريـض مـن داء خـطير كـالسـرطـان مـثلا. ولـكن إن شـكر عـلى الـشفاء مـن دور زكـام أو بـرد، فـانـه 
يــدل عــلى أنــه مــتعود فــي حــياتــه عــلى الــشكر، ســواء عــلى الــكثير أو الــقليل. إنــنا إن شــكرنــا عــلى 
الـقليل، يـقيمنا الله عـلى الـكثير. ولـعله مـن فـوائـد الـشكر، اسـتمرار الـنعم وزيـادتـها. وفـي هـذا قـال 

أحد الآباء: (ليست موهبة بلا زيادة، إلا التي بلا شكر). 

هـناك أيـضا شـكر عـلى الـخفيات، عـلى مـا لا يـرى.. شـكر مـن أجـل الحـروب والمـتاعـب، الـتي كـان 
مــــمكنا أن تــــصل إلــــينا، ولــــم تــــصل. وذلــــك بســــبب حــــفظ الله وعــــنايــــته. وشــــكر عــــلى عــــمل الله فــــي 
رعـــايـــتنا والـــعنايـــة بـــنا، وان كـــنا لا نـــرى ذلـــك، ولـــكننا نـــؤمـــن بـــه تـــمامـــا. لا شـــك أن الـــشيطان يـــبذل 
قـصارى جهـده مـن أجـل ضـررنـا وإسـقاطـنا. فـان كـنا الآن بـخير، فـذلـك لأن الله قـد مـنع الـضرر 
عــنا، الــضرر الــذي لا نــعرفــه.. ونــحن نــشكر الله عــلى هــذا الــحفظ. طــبيعي أنــنا نــشكر الله عــلى 
الـضيقات الـتي أنـقذنـا مـنها.ولـكن هـناك ضـيقات أوقـفها فـي الـطريـق قـبل أن تـصل إلـينا. إنـنا لا 
نــعرفــها، ولــكن نــشكر الله عــلى حــفظه لــنا مــنها.. شــكرنــا عــلى إنــقاذه لــنا مــن الــضيقة، هــذا أمــر 
نـراه. أمـا الـشكر عـلى حـفظنا مـن الـضيقة، فـهو شـكر عـلى مـا لا نـراه. صـدقـونـي، لـو كـشف الله 
لـنا المـصائـب الـتي كـنا مـعرضـين لـها، وحـمانـا الله مـنها، وأبـعدهـا عـنا لـو كـشف لـنا ذلـك، مـا كـانـت 
حــياتــنا كــلها تــكفى لــلشكر. إنــنا نــشكر عــلى الأمــور الــخفية، الــتي هــي فــي عــلم الله، والــتي قــد 
يـــسمح الله فـــنعرفـــها بـــعد حـــين، فـــي وقـــتها، أو قـــد لا نـــعرفـــها عـــلى الإطـــلاق.. فـــي كـــل ذلـــك يـــكون 

الشكر ممزوجا بالحب.  

درجة أخرى وهى الشكر كل حين على كل شيء. 

وفـــــيها حـــــياة الإنـــــسان تـــــكون كـــــلها شـــــكرا، عـــــلى كـــــل حـــــال يـــــعيش فـــــيه، كـــــما ذكـــــرنـــــا أيـــــضًا هـــــنا 
فــي مــوقــع الأنــبا تــكلا هــيمانــوت فــي أقــسام أخــرى. . وقــد شــرحــنا هــذا الأمــر. والــشكر الــدائــم لا 
يـــحتاج إلـــى ســـبب واضـــح محـــدد، ومـــا أكـــثر الأســـباب.. ولـــكن يـــكفى أنـــنا فـــي رعـــايـــة الله، وأنـــنا 
أبـناء لـه، أيـا كـانـت حـالـتنا. ويـرتـبط هـذا الـشعور بـحياة التسـليم. ولا يـتوقـف شـكرنـا مـطلقًا عـلى 

نوعية الحال الذي نحن فيه.. 
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