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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

by Fr. Louka Sidarous

i In the teachings of Christ, to Him be the glory, He drew the attention of His {
% children to the Kingdom of the Heavens. He made clear that the person who [/
- follows Christ will accept to lose all things to gain the Kingdom. He will give :
‘everything up, but not give up his clinging to the Kingdom. In the parable that
'we heard now, about the unjust steward, this worldly steward who did unjust §
) ! thlngs he looked to the future.What will he do? Christ, to Him be the glory,
¥ said, “Look at this worldly man. Look at how he thought about his future.”
¥ When he is kicked out of his stewardship, where will he go? Shouldn’t you
i think about the future?

. The Christian person, if he loses the Kingdom, what does he have left? All the { ’
strlfe and struggle, all the fasting, prayers, everything, what is it for? It is for the %

‘ Isake of the Kingdom. It is for the sake of the Kingdom! If you tell me,:

| “Descrlbe this klngdom | would say, “Believe me, it cannot be described usmg
¥ human expressions.” Why? Because it is not of the world. It is not a klngdom
of the world, but the Kingdom of Heaven. Do you wish to look at the
Klngdom or know it? Lift up your heart to the heavenly things.You will have a { ¥
'taste of the Kingdom of Heaven. Of course, no one can describe the Klngdom

% other than those who have tasted it. Where is the Kingdom? What did Christ ¥
say’ He said, “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21).You want to &

/ know the Kingdom? Go within yourself. Aren’t you the temple of God? Didn’t

: God found His Kingdom within you? Are we not called sons and heirs of the §

4 'Kingdom? Yes, the Kingdom is within you.

I desire to taste this divine grace the grace of the Kingdom. | would say,
1 | “Believe me. It is within you.” St. Paul went up to the third heaven and saw | |
/ thlngs that are inexpressible (2 Corinthians 12).When he had to try to speak
Jsabout it, he said, “What no eye has seen nor ear heard or entered into the \‘
“heart or thought of man.” Do you want to taste that which has not been
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% described? You will find it within you. Doesn’t God sometimes grace someone

g with an inner consolation that is inexpressible? Believe me, yes. Someone will
' be standing praying or at liturgy and have inner spiritual reactions and feels

¢ things that cannot be uttered or spoken about. He tastes the joy that cannot be #

l,‘f you,“l can’t”’” Any of this kind of consolation is not a human one.This is why the
¢ Spirit that dwells in you is called the Spirit, the Comforter. He will make you %

jplan for the future?” Make the Kingdom of God constantly in your mind. Do |

& not let it leave your mind. Think about it: we are here, living on earth, will the ‘
days of our living on earth be so long? 100 years? What are 100 years? That isa %

& small amount of days. 100 years times 365 days is 36,500 days. The days pass by

# quickly. What will come after these short days? What is there? There will be the
 Kingdom. There will be the reward. There will be the indescribable glory. There 7
'will be immeasurable joy. There will be grace. There will be being with Christ

71 was visiting someone who was ill. It was the first time that | had ever seen
: him in my life because he lived very far from me. He asked to see me. He was
-in his last couple of hours, but was completely conscience and aware. After | sat &
" and spoke with him, we opened the Bible, we prayed, and he said, “l would like

# to sit with you for a few minutes alone.” So, | said, “Okay.” | sent everyone out
. of the room, closed the door, and sat down. He told me, “Abouna, | love Christ #

b all. Not a millionth of my feelings have an element of fear of death. | yearn to ! '
w/meet Christ” | said to myself,“What is this blessed soul?”

¥ What does that mean? They are as clear as daylight! Why? Because they are ‘
¥ walking towards the goal. That’s it. When someone who lives in Sidi Bishr and |




i wrong. You're going in the opposite direction.” “I'm walking. Won'’t | get there?” 4
¥ “No, because you are going in the wrong direction. If you don’t change your [

7 Where does it lead to? Eternal life. There are other ways! What do they look
? like? They are comfortable, wide, good, but are perishing. What is the end of §

§ whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). He will have lost his soul §
¥ and eternal life. ]

“ where someone stubbornly clings to something. He is very stubborn. Where §
¥ will that lead you? Or a path of pride and self-conceit. Where will that way lead
me? Or someone who is preoccupied with the lusts of the world and the body.
. Where will that lead me? Or preoccupied with money or so may other things. !
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% daily, “Lord, what shall | do? Tell me the way that | can be saved. Open before me
# the door of living according to Your commandments.”

& Believe me, you find that grace places before you daily opportunities that will #;
# not come back. Opportunities. Opportunities for what? To gain the Kingdom, to
: 'wm for yourself a good portion that will never perish. Grace places things in ;
front of you and pushes you towards them. Sometimes, you will find a drive °
% inside of you pushing you to stand up and pray. It is good to respond to this i
/inner spiritual motivation. The Spirit intercedes for us! There is someone 3
% standing in front of you and fighting with you and the Spirit tells you, “whoever
& compels you to go one mile, go with him two” (Matthew 5:41). The saints were i
¥ obedient to this voice. St. Paul said to King Agrippa, “Therefore, King Agrippa, | i
: was not disobedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19).This voice came to me
and | cannot be disobedient.” When the Spirit pushes you — and He always does ¥
% — to do a good work, helping, charity, humility, and reaching out to every person :
- in tribulation, what should you do? Do not let the opportunity slip away. He is ;
I giving you an opportunity. He is giving you these things in your daily life so that &
'He can encourage you and crown you! ]
/]

g

% He is the One who places before you the naked, the hungry, the thirsty, and the {
§ imprisoned. He pushes you and says, “Why don’t you reach out your hand?” %
£ What does this mean? You will see this later. Later, He will stand and tell you, &
: ¥ “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from J
3 L the foundation of the world: for | was hungry and you gave Me food” (Matthew £
' 25:34-35). Lord, You are the One who placed this hungry person in my path and
granted for me to give him.The pleasure of Christ and the pleasure of the Spirit &
) is to encourage you to act. He is the One who gives you the talent and the ‘
) grace Then, He goes back and credits the good to you. He says, “l was hungry
and you gave Me food.” Was | born with something to give? | tell Him, “ from §
% Your own hand we have given to You” (I Chronicles 29:14). It’s from His hand! §
'But, He says, “Will | forget this favor that you have given Me food?” You ask Him, §
% “Lord when did we see You hungry, thirsty, or sick? When was that?” He says, h
& “Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
{ brethren, you did it to Me.” The saints who practiced these virtues were very ¢
@ aware. They saw Christ in the poor, the weak, the thirsty, and the naked. They
# saw Him and were not mistaken. They truly saw Him and honored Christ in h.
& them.They saw Christ. ;
K
2 This is why | am telling you: forget everything and remember only one thing. §
,' Remember that you are called to the Kingdom and that your name is written in
Heaven. These are the words of Christ. Can imagine the apostles when they had |
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and it says they, “returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to '

F us in Your name’ And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from 3
& heaven. Behold, | give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 2
& and over all the power of the enemy...Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that
¥ the spirits are subject to you’ -this is not important, “’but rather rejoice
' because your names are written in heaven’” (Luke 10:17-20). Your name is &

2 written in Heaven! Do not lose it! Your name is written in Heaven! These are &

' the words of Christ! This is why | am saying take heart! Take heart so that you 7
may arrive in peace. Keep the commandments in your daily life, not just in your

‘ mlnd but there was no fqu'IIment of them. So, He told him, “You are missing |

' one thing. You need to do one thing” What is it? “Go your way, sell whatever 3
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, §
% take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away
~ sorrowful for he had great possessions (Mark 10:21-22).

¢ difficult. The devil does this. He makes it seem very difficult to let go of my right '_

. or love the one who has wronged me or the rest of the commandments. The &
devil makes them difficult and makes it seem impossible. No, they are not %
2 impossible. Believe me, no. St. John the Beloved, when he loved Christ with all i

¥ in our daily lives gives rest to the heart. When someone gives up his right or
i reconciles with his brother, his heart is at rest. What about when he is fighting §
- or cuts him off! He lives in misery. Such a difference! The commandments of &
Christ ensure for people a nice life. His heart is at rest and his soul is pure &
without blemish when he spends his days living the commandments of Christ.

# Keep the commandments of Christ and keep the Kingdom before your eyes.Tell §
# Him, “Lord, please do not deprive me of the Kingdom.” You are called to the §
¥ Kingdom, to the eternal wedding, to being Christ forever and ever, to the &
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St. Athanasius

lu

Don't let the desire to possess things
take hold of you. For what do we gain IJy
acquiring the things which we cannot
take with us? Why not rather get

the things which we can take

away with us instead namely (
wisdom, justice, self-contral,
courage, understanding, lovg
kindness to the poor, faith

in Christ, freedom from

wrath, and hospitality?"
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Congratulations to blessed new couple

Myr. Wasim & Dr. Marian Michael

St. Mary & St. Verena Church

offers her condolences to the families of the reposed:

Mrs. Angel Younan
sister of Mr. Fawzy Younan, husband of Mrs. Salwa Younan
aunt of Dr. Nevein Costandy, wife of Mr. Sami Costandy
aunt of Mr. Wael Younan, husband of Mrs. Sonya Younan

Mr. Rezk Abelmesih
father of Mr. Hany Ghobrial, husband of Mrs. Haidi Ghobrial

May the Lord repose their souls and comfort the families
through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

>



| NOW
ENR‘LLING

§SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!

714-312-6641 ~ SAINTLUKEACADEMY.ORG

é

ToOUR CLASSROOMS & FACILITY
MEET TEACHERS & STAFF
LEARN ABOUT ENROLLMENT DISCOUNTS

ACCEPTING AGES 18 MONTHS TO 5 YEARS
MONDAY - FRIDAY, 6:30AM - 6PM, FULL- & PART-TIME {
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